Europe Trip 2015

Take a Journey
With Jenny
By Jenny Lyver

Europe
Trip 2015
takeajourneywithjenny.
wordpress.com

Take a Journey With Jenny 1

Europe Trip 2015

Europe Trip 2015

London, England
In my grade 11 year, my school
organized a Europe trip to visit
London England, Paris France,
and Barcelona Spain. The trip
was scheduled for our Easter
Break (beginning of April of
2015) and we’ve been planning
it for 2 years! When the day finally came, we left the Calgary
airport at to fly to London, our
first stop. We spent 4 days in
London, and since it was almost two years ago I’m forgetting some of the details so I
will summarize with my photos
to show what we did in those 4
days.
One of the first things we did

in London was to go see the London Bridge and visit the Tower
of London. It was so amazing to
see and visit these landmarks in
person! If you ever go to London, I encourage for you to go to
the Tower of London and spend
the whole day there! Absolutely
amazing!
The next day we went and
visited the Buckingham Palace.
It was packed with people there
and was hard to get close to the
gates. Even though it was cool
to see the palace and say that
I’ve been there, it was honestly
something I could have skipped
on my trip because there was so

many people you can’t get any
decent photos of the place.
We also went on the London
Eye! Which I believe is a must
if you go to London! It was an
amazing view of the Big Ben
and the skyline of London.
On our last night in London
we went on the Jack the Ripper
tour. Honestly it was kind of
disappointing. But we did get
to explore the dark alleys and
creepy parts of London and that
was the fun and interesting part!
With lots of love,
Jenny

When I was in London in the
spring of 2015 I also had the
opportunity to go on a Harry
Potter tour! Since Harry Potter
is my favourite book I was quite
excited for this tour.
The first thing we did when
we went on this tour was ride a
double-decker bus! It was actually really fun!
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Throughout the tour we visited many different places that
were significant to the Harry
Potter series such as the exact
building that they used as “The
Leaky Cauldron”. But they

painted in blue since the movies
so it might not be that recognizable.
Another location that we
visited during the tour was the
school the Daniel Radcliffe
went to elementary school.
Which was conveniently right
next to the bridge that the death
eaters knocked down in the 7th
movie.
After that we went to platform 9 and 3/4 and unfortunately I cannot find the photos that I
took there but it was hilarious!
They had a trolley that was over

halfway in the wall and also had
a Harry Potter shop right beside
it which was filled with many
different Harry Potter souvenirs
that are very unique.
In actuality, It would be just
as fun and Harry Potter educational if you googled where
the things were and went yourself. You could go on a tour if
you feel more comfortable but
it would be just as fun to visit
these Harry Potter on your own!
With lots of love,
Jenny
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During my 3 days in Paris
during my schools Europe trip
in the spring of 2015, we got to
see and visit a lot of monumental places in Paris!
On our first day there we saw
and went inside Notre Dame. It
was absolutely amazing! The
architecture was fascinating and
the stain glass was beautiful!
Even though from the line up
looked like it would take forever to get inside, it only took
about 30 minutes!
Once we finally got inside,
I could not believe that I was
actually inside Notre Dame! I
can’t express how amazing it
was! If you ever go to Paris, you
neeeeeed to visit Notre Dame, it
is worth it.
After exploring Notre Dame,
my friends and I walked across
the love lock bridges. Now I
know you might be thinking
that bridges was a typo, because
you might of only thought that
there was one love lock bridge.
Actually, almost ever bridge
over this river that has a wired
fence type of railing holds thousands of locks!
In fact, the Paris city workers
have to cut the locks off of the
bridges all the time because the
locks are so heavy that they are
causing the bridges to slowly
wear down and eventually collapse!
When I, let’s say “visited”,
the Arc de Triomphe my tour
bus just drove around the traffic circle that surrounds the Arc
de Triomphe twice… That was
it. To no surprise it upset me. I
really wanted to explore around
it. But I still got some good photos out the bus window. If I ever
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get the chance, I’m going to go
back to Paris to actually visit the
Arc de Triomphe.

the Eiffel Tower lights up with
these magnificent lights and just
sparkles and glows.

Another disappointment of
my Paris adventures was not actually going up the Eiffel Tower.
I got great photos of it and got
to experience in a different way
than how most tourist experience it and I highly recommend
what I did!

I would show a photo of it but
I have just recently found out
that taking photos of the Eiffel
Tower at night is illegal and I
can be fined if I upload my photo on social media… So I’m going to make the smart decision
and not put it up. But I do encourage you to Google the Eiffel Tower at night and see what
I’m talking about! You won’t be
disappointed.

The first way we visited the
Eiffel Tower was that my classmates and I were at the opposite
end of the park that the Eiffel
Tower is located. This park is
called Champ de Mars.
If you look on Google maps
street view, you can practically
tell exactly where I was standing. We got some good friend
photos from this location.
The second way we visited
the Eiffel Tower was by going
to Montparnasse. Which is a
very tall building in Paris (54
stories to be exact) that has an
open patio at the top. The whole
roof of this building is open to
walk around and look at the
skyline of Paris.
It is an absolute amazing view
from the top! Even my photographs, which do look stunning,
cannot do it justice.
If you ever go to Paris, I highly recommend visiting Montparnasse and going to the top to
see this beautiful view for yourself! It will absolutely blow you
away!
The third and final way that
we visited the Eiffel Tower on
my school trip was by going
on a night tour boat that floated
down the Seine river. At night,

It is a beautiful French short
story that I encourage you to
look up and read the translated
version. I also encourage you to
visit this street if you are ever
in Paris. It was such a beautiful
and educational walk.
My favourite thing that I did
in Paris on my 2015 Europe trip
with my class was when we
went to the Palace of Versailles.
When I was in grade 11 at
high school, I learned all about

the Palace of Versailles. Which
I’m guessing most high school
students learned about in their
history or social classes. Visiting the palace was absolutely
amazing!
I can’t even describe it, that’s
how beautiful and amazing it
is! I know it is a super busy and
popular monument in Paris, it
is a must see! Also, before you
go, you should brush up on the
history of this place because it

makes the experience so much
more amazing.
Palace of Versailles is a must
see! But when you go, make
sure to spend the whole day
there, because there is so much
to see. The garden is huge and
will take the whole day to explore the whole thing.
With lots of love,
Jenny

So to wrap it all up, even
though I did not go up the Eiffel
Tower, I still experienced it in a
great way! On the other hand, if
I ever go back to Paris, I’ll make
sure I go up the Eiffel Tower and
I’ll definitely make sure that I
visit the Arc de Triomphe!
We also visited Montmartre
in Paris. Montmartre is the largest hill in Paris and was home
of some famous artists and has
been featured in many films (including La vie en rose).
We walked to Montmartre led by our tour guides. On
the way up the hill, one of our
guides would stop us at various locations and talked about
three different periods of Art:
Cubism, Impressionism and
Surrealism. We then visited the
former homes and art studios of
Vincent Van Gogh and Pablo Picasso.
We stopped by a unique
sculpture while One of our
tour guides told us the story of
Le Passe-Muraille by Marcel
Ayme, or also known as The
Man who Could Walk Through
Walls.

Paris, France
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Barcelona, Spain
During my last couple days on
my 2015 Europe trip, my class
and I were in Barcelona, Spain,
which is absolutely beautiful!

We saw Catalunya Square,
walked the mile long La Rambla as well as a few side streets
and then we saw the statue of
Christopher Columbus where
he looks west over the Mediterranean Sea (sorry I can’t find
my photos of the statue).
On my final day of my 2015
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Europe trip, we learned about
the amazing architect, Gaudi,who designed the Sagrada Familia and created the Parc Guell
which was really a real estate
failure but has the most beautiful mosaics in the world.

since 1882. I were amazed at the
four different facades that show
the architect’s interpretation of
the Bible.

If you ever go to Barcelona,
I highly recommend going to
Parc Guell, it is absolutely stunning!

Barcelona is absolutely beautiful and I highly recommend
going there. If you do go, make
sure you go on a bike tour, I
heard they are amazing and I’m
so sad that I did not go on one
when I was there.

Sagrada Familia – a cathedral
that has been under construction

With lots of love,
Jenny
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With lots of love,
Jenny
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